
Odd Fellows Hall:  
The Heart of New Town 
 
On March 28, 1905, James Anderson, John 
Anderson, Gordon Mills, John Rollins, Grandville 
Smith, and Robert Eaves met at 8:30.  James 
Anderson proposed to the gathered members of 
the Tadmore Light Lodge 6184 of the Grand 
United Order of the Odd Fellows to purchase a 
small lot on the corner of Gilbert and Barger 
streets in the center of New Town. During the 
first sixty years of the twentieth century New 
Town was a vibrant African-American 
community in Blacksburg, Virginia. The 
members agreed to the price of $95.00 for the 
land, and to form a joint stock company with the 
Saint Francis Council of the Right and Worthy 
Grand Council of the Independent Order of Saint 
Luke, another benevolent organization in New 
Town. 

 
Thus began the history of what has become 
commonly known as the Odd Fellows Hall. In 
addition to the Odd Fellows and the Order of St. 
Luke, the Busy Bee Society and the Household 
of Ruth Lodge #5533 of the Grand United Order 
of the Odd Fellows also met in the new hall that 
was to become the social center of New Town 
and the only public gathering place for African-
American citizens. 

 
For over 60 years, the Odd Fellows Hall served 
the community well.  It was literally the only 
place African-American citizens could hold 
social events, gather for music and enjoyment, 
and create a sense of community outside the 
local churches.  The first floor, with its high 
ceilings and ample stage, hosted numerous 
social activities. African-Americans from 
throughout the region share many fond 
memories of the dinners, dances, fashion 
shows, bingo parties, mock weddings, Easter 
egg hunts, ball games, and a host of activities 
that occurred on a weekly basis in the hall. 
 

The second floor, reached by a narrow set of 
stairs, was restricted to members of the Odd 
Fellows and St. Luke’s. On this floor, these 
organizations conducted sacred ceremonies and 
rituals, and worked to provide mutual aid and 
support to the African-American community. 
 
When desegregation came to Blacksburg in the 
late 1960’s, the Odd Fellows Hall was largely 
abandoned as a social center and the 
organizations lost membership as interests 
shifted away from secret societies. 

 
In the late 1960’s or early 1970’s the remaining 
leadership passed to Mrs. Ethel Dobbins who 
permitted the hall to be used by local business 
people, mostly for storage and woodworking.  
For the next 40 years the hall was maintained by 
its occupants with Mrs. Dobbins’ permission.  

A Call for Preservation 

As development came to Blacksburg and New 
Town residents moved away, former members 
of the Odd Fellows and St. Luke’s, along with 
other citizens, acquired an interest in preserving 
the Odd Fellows Hall and celebrating its 
importance in Blacksburg history. With no firm 
record of ownership for the building, 
Montgomery County Judge Ray Grubbs, in 
response to a petition presented to the court, 
appointed Beatrice Walker, Walter Lewis, and 
Aubrey Mills trustees of the Odd Fellows Hall on 
September 30, 2004.  As former members of the 
Odd Fellows and St. Luke’s, and residents of 
New Town, these individuals were given the 
responsibility of controlling the ownership and 
disposition of the property. Based on extensive 
discussions and explorations of strategies to 
preserve and restore the structure, the trustees 
offered to donate the property to the Town of 
Blacksburg with the condition that the Odd 
Fellows Hall be dedicated as a part of the 
Town’s museum structure. A principal point in 
the donation offer was that the property be 
restored and dedicated to collecting, preserving, 

and presenting the contributions of Blacksburg's 
African-American citizens to the larger 
community. Blacksburg’s Town Council and 
Mayor Roger Hedgepeth enthusiastically signed 
a resolution agreeing to the conditions on May 
28, 2004. 

In addition to this resolution, Town Council 
appointed a sub-committee of the Blacksburg 
Museum Committee to advise Town Council on 
restoration, maintenance and uses of the 
building, and on programming and community 
education efforts. 

Achieving Historic Designation 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the 
donation offer, and in an effort to celebrate and 
protect the structure, the Town of Blacksburg 
and interested citizens applied to the 
Department of Historic Resources in Richmond 
to have the Odd Fellows Hall designated a 
Virginia landmark. The application included both 
architectural and historic information about the 
building. Many people from the African-
American community contributed to the 
application process by sharing their memories of 
the hall and its importance as the center of New 
Town’s thriving neighborhood. 
  
On June 1, 2005 the Odd Fellows Hall was 
successfully placed on the Virginia Landmarks 
Register, and on July 27, 2005 the hall was 
placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, administered by the National Park 
Service.  
 
In pursuing and receiving historic designation, 
the Town of Blacksburg met the provisions 
outlined by the trustees for the transfer of the 
property to the Town. The building is now part of 
the Blacksburg Museum, and the Odd Fellows 
Hall sub-committee along with Town staff and 
citizens are dedicated to the restoration and 
preservation of this important historic structure. 



Contributing to the Odd Fellows Hall 
 
The restored Odd Fellows Hall will serve as a 
museum representing the history of African-
Americans in Blacksburg and the surrounding 
region. In order to preserve this important 
historic building, the Town of Blacksburg is 
vigorously exploring funding options and 
accepting private donations.  
 
To make a donation to the Odd Fellows Hall 
please complete the form below and make 
checks payable to the Town of Blacksburg. 
Send donations to the Blacksburg Museum, 
Town of Blacksburg, 300 S. Main Street, 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
 
****************************************************** 
Yes! I would like to contribute to the Odd 
Fellows Hall with a donation of 
 
   $50   $100   $250 
 
        $500  $1000  
 
                   Other $   
 
Name  
 
 
Address  
 
 
       
 
Phone  
 
Email  
 

 
The Town of Blacksburg is a 501(a) 
organization.  Your contributions will be 
acknowledged in writing and may be tax 
deductible.  Please consult your tax advisor. 
 

Looking Ahead:  
Restoration and Preservation 
 
In February of 2005 the Town of Blacksburg 
hired Commonwealth Architects to perform a 
feasibility study of the Odd Fellows Hall and 
suggest possible restoration schemes. The 
study is available online at 
www.blacksburg.gov/museum 
 
The Town is using the recommendations 
provided in this study to secure the building and 
plan for its future as a museum. The restored 
hall will reflect the importance of New Town as 
the hub of social activities for the African-
American community. It will also document and 
exhibit the activities of organizations like the 
Odd Fellows and St. Luke’s. 

 
The Odd Fellows Hall has strong sentimental 
meaning to the African-American community 
and for all of Blacksburg.  It reminisces of a time 
when the African-American community banded 
together despite the hardships of segregation.  
The Town of Blacksburg looks forward to its 
restoration and the opportunity to share its 
unique and cherished history with visitors.   
 
For additional information about the Odd Fellows 
Hall, sign up for Museum News through 
Blacksburg Alert at www.blacksburg.gov, visit 
www.blacksburg.gov/museum, or call 961-1199.  
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